
Trinity 13 

My dear Friends,  

Many of you will remember me saying the old line "How many Anglicans does it take to change a light bulb?" 
The answer being "Only one to change the bulb but 200 to say how much they liked the old one". The 
implication is that we are not known for our enthusiasm to embrace change. It is however an inevitable part 
of our lives, even more so now. Some will recall me speaking about the 19th century theologian John Henry 
Newman who began his life as a devout Evangelical Christian then moved to a position as a High Anglican 
before eventually converting to Roman Catholicism. He is today revered by many different wings of the 
Christian Faith. He famously said "To live is to change and to become perfect is to have changed often."  

We have all known change in our Church and religious lives. Those of you reading this from Llanishen will be 
awaiting the arrival of your new parish priest, Canon Christopher Smith on Monday. We wish him and you all 
every blessing in this new stage of your parish life. In Grangetown the wait for a priest goes on a little longer, 
but I was enormously impressed with how you have embraced digital technology alongside your conventional 
worship as I celebrated with you last week. In Roath we were delighted last week to have the first celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist by our new priest colleague, the Reverend Ruth Coombs. In personnel and practices we 
are all encountering new ways of worshipping and working together.  

In my three years as Area Dean of Cardiff I have been privileged to chair PCCs and Vestry meetings and 
conduct Archdeacon's inspections in all our parishes. I have also been delighted to lead worship in most of 
our churches and to meet parishioners across the city. We are a diverse and energetic community of 
Christians who all in various ways are facing the task of proclaiming the Gospel in Word and Sacrament and 
in our daily lives. The challenges of the present crisis cannot be underestimated however I believe that as we 
have faced many difficulties in the past we will achieve great things for God in the future.   

This year we have marked the centenary of the Church in Wales which recalls a time when we were separated 
from the Church of England. It should have been a time of special services and celebrations. Instead we have 
been called to work as hard as our grandparents did then to keep the Faith and reinvigorate our churches. 
We have also recalled the end of the Second World War, a time when literally some of our churches including 
our own Cathedral had to be rebuilt. As we look to the future I hope and pray that we can all work together 
to use the change and opportunities set before us to do our part, in our generation to bring forward the 
Kingdom of God here.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


